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Curriculum Area Language Arts 
Subject Area Literature 
Grade Level 2nd grade 
Learning Objectives • The student will identify a literature selection as fiction. 

• The student will identify the problem and solution in the selection. 
• The student will identify main characters and main setting in the selection. 
• The student will write a short summary of the story. 
• The student will create a graph using data from the story. 
• The student will interpret and analyze the graph. 

Correlation to the 
SOL 

English 2.8 
Math 2.9, 2.21 
C/T 5.2, 5.4 

Video/Technology 
Hardware/Software 
Needed 

For class: 
Computer 
Computer Projection System (helpful but not necessary) 
Spreadsheet software (such as  Microsoft Excel or ClarisWorks) 
 
For each student (or group of two students): 
Computer with printer attached 
Spreadsheet software (such as Microsoft Excel or ClarisWorks) 

Materials Required For the class: 
Are You My Mother?  by P.D. Eastman 
Overhead Projector with transparency and transparency markers or Board 
 
For each student: 
Problem and Solution Guide  
Data Sheet  
Journals  
Pencils  
Crayons 
Graph Questions Sheet  



Procedures/Activities 1. Show the book, Are You My Mother?  by P.D. Eastman, to the class and 
discuss the type of literature they think it would be. Discuss what makes 
literature fiction or nonfiction. Make the conclusion that this book is a fiction 
story. 

2. Explain to the students that you will be reading the story to them. They will 
need to identify the characters and setting in the story. Tell them that the bird 
in the story has a problem. He will solve his problem by the end of the story. 
After reading the story, the students will need to tell you what the bird’s 
problem was and how the problem was solved. 

3. Read the story to the children. As you read, question students about events in 
the story. At the end of the story, ask students to name the characters and 
setting. Ask who had a problem in the story. Recognize that both the mother 
and the baby had the same problem. Record the problem on the board. Ask the 
students if their problem has a solution. Ask the students if their problem is 
solved. Discuss answers and record them on the board. 

4. Give each student a copy of the Problem and Solution Guide. Using the 
information on the board, fill in the characters, setting, problem, and solution. 
If they finish in time they can draw and color the pictures at the bottom of the 
guide. 

5. Students will write a summary of the story in their journals using the 
information they have collected and recorded on the board. They will also 
include details about the problem and solution. 

6. Explain that you will read the story a second time. This time they are going to 
be listening for three phrases. Each time they hear the phrase they are to put a 
tally mark on their Data Sheet. Give each student a Data Sheet. Ask the 
students to look at the Data Sheet and tell you what the three phrases are (“my 
mother,” “baby bird,” and “his mother”). Ask one student to come to the 
board and make tally marks as a guide for the whole group, if necessary. 
Explain that after the information from the story is gathered the students will 
go to the computer lab and create graphs. 

7. Read the story to the children slowly and make sure they have time to record 
the marks. At the middle of the story, predict which phrase might be the 
winner. Continue reading the story. Discuss results. Make sure each child has 
recorded the correct count for each phrase. 

8. In the computer lab, students may work individually or in groups of two. 
Students may or may not have used a spreadsheet program before. Ask 
students to start the software. Ask students to type one phrase in cell A1, 
another phrase in cell B1, and the last phrase in C1. Underneath the phrase put 
the number of times they heard the phrase used in the story. Check to make 
sure each child has completed this. Highlight the information and click on the 
graphing wizard. Follow the steps to complete the graph. Note:  Teachers, 
make sure you create the graph on your own earlier so you will be 
comfortable with the process. See Sample Graph attached for example 
(eng2samplegraph.doc). 

9. If students are advanced, they can work on the appearance of the graph by 
changing the colors and making the font larger. Make sure students  add their 
names by creating a text box in the lower right hand corner. Print the graphs. 

10. In the classroom have students use their graphs to answer the questions on the 
Graph Questions Sheet, in order to help them analyze the data in the graph. 

Content Assessment The summaries in the journals will show that the students were able to recall 
information from the story and compile that information into a paragraph.  
The students will analyze the data in the graph by answering questions on the 
Graph Questions Sheet, using the graphs to find the answers. 

Technology 
Integration 
Assessment 

The teacher will observe the students’ use of the computer. 
The graphs the students create and print will show their success in using the 
software. 



Extensions Science:  Students can keep track of weather and create a graph of the simple 
weather patterns. 
History/Economics:  Students can graph the costs of certain familiar items. 
Physical Education:  Students can run the 50-yard dash five days in a row and 
record the times. Create a graph showing their progress. 
Music:  Have students make a list of their five songs. Vote on the favorites. 
Record the number of people who liked each song. Graph this data. 

 



Are You My Mother 
Problem and Solution Guide 

 
Name the main characters of the story. 
 
 
 
 
Name the setting of the story. 
 
 
 
What was the problem in the story? 
 
 
 
What was the solution of the story? (How was the problem solved?) 
 
 
 
 
If time permits, draw pictures of the main characters. 
 



Data Sheet 
Baby Bird My Mother His Mother 
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Graph Questions 
1. How many times was “baby bird” said?______ 
 
2. How many times was “my mother” said?_____ 

 
3. How many times was “his mother” said? ______ 

 
4. How many times was “his mother” and “my mother” 

said all together? ______________ 
 

5. How many more times was “baby bird” said than “my 
mother”? ____________________ 

 
6. Which phrases were said an equal number of times? 
___________________     ___________________ 
 
Space for adding or subtracting: 
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